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NR 20.01 Closed seasons. There shall be and are provided and estab-
lished the following open and closed seasons, bag limits, size limits, pos-
session limits and other regulations for the several varieties and species
of fish, crayfish, and frogs in the waters within the state of Wisconsin. A
closed season is established for each variety of fish, crayfish and frogs
named in this chapter extending during all the time of the year except the
open season period embraced within the specified dates, both inelusive,
and except as otherwise expressly provided no person shali take, catch or
kill fish of any variety in excess of the daily bag mit and no person shall
take, catch or kill fish, or fish for fish by any means other than hook or
line, nor at any time other than the open season therefor, nor have in his
possession or under his control any fish, erayfish, or frogs in excess of the
possession limit, or below the minimum size therefor during the open sea-
son,

History: 1-2-56; am. Register, December, 1957, No. 24, eff. 1.1-58; renum, from WCD 20.01
to be NR 20.01, Register, November, 1970, No. 179, eff. 1.1-71; reprinted to correct error,
Register, April, 1984, No. 340,

NR 20.015 Definitions. For the purpose of this chapter, the following
terms are defined as follows:

(1) “*Artificial fly’* means a single hook dressed with fur, feathers, hair,
stlk, tinsel, thread or similar material to imitate the natural food of trout.

(2) “Artificial lure” means a bait designed to attract fish which does
not include any natural bait.

(3) Fisher means any person engaged in fishing.

(4) Fishing includes taking, capturing or killing fish or fishing for fish of
any variety at any time in the waters of the state.

{4g) “Setline” means a line with one or more hooks fastened to it and
giesign}tlad to be set or left unattended in the water for the purpose of tak-
ing fish.

{4t) “Set or bank pole"” means a pole equipped with line with one or
more hooks [astened to it, designed to be used for fishing from the banks
of Jakes or rivers and set or left unattended,.
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(5) “Telemetry device’’ means any device attached or implanted in
fish that transmits a sonie or electronic signal to aid in fishing,.

Hlslorf: Cr. Register, December, 1976, No. 252, eff. 1-1-77; renum. (1) and (2) to be (3} and
{4), ¢r. (1) and (2}, Register, December, 1982, No, 324, eff. 1-1-83; reprinted to correct error in
{2), Register, April, 1984, No, 340; cr. (5), Register, December, 1984, No. 348, eff. 1-1-85; ¢r,
{4dg) and (4t) Register, March, 1986, No. 363, eff. 4-1-86. .

NR 20.02 Waters classified; hook and line fishing in outlying waters. (1)
For the purpose of regulating hook and line fishing in the outlying wa-
ters, the closed seasons, size limits, bag and possession limits, number of
hooks and lines and ice fishing regulations shall be the same as those pre-
seribed for the inland waters of the county in which such outlying waters
%i'e located, except as otherwise specifically provided in the following ta-

e

Daily bag Minimum

Species Area Open season lirnit length (in.)
(a) WALLEY® AND SAUGER Lake Michigan At all times 3 No size limit
{}ISa 1)limit, means fotal and Green Bay
ofa
Lake Superior  Af all times 5 No size limit
{b) NORTHERN PIKE Lake Michigan At all times 5 No size limit
and Green Bay
Lake Superior At all times b No size limit
(¢} YELLOW PERCH Green Bay Continuous 50 No size limit
Lake Michigan Continuous 50 No size limit
Lake Superior  Continuons 50 No size limit
(d) 1. TROUT A¥D SALMON a. Lake Michi-  All year 5 intotal 10
EXCEPT LAKE TROUT gan and Green
Bay
b, Lake Superior All year 101n total of 10
which only 6
may be trout
2. LAKE TROUT a. Lake Michi- May1 2 10

gan, except as through
provided in sub- Labor Day
par. b., and

] Green Bay

b. Lake Michi- No open
gan, within the season
following area!
from the end of
the south pier at
the entrance of
the Sturgeon
Bay ship canal
on a course of
136° for 17.5
nautical miles,
then west for
16.8 nautical
miles to the end
of the Algoma
north pier, then
. along the north
side of that pier
to the shore of
Lake Michigan,
then north along
the shore to the
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Daily bag Minimum
Species Area Open season Timit length (in.)

base of the south
pler at the en-
trance of the
Sturgeon Bay
ship canal, then
along the south

side of that pier

to its end . : ‘
3. Lake TROUT - Lake Superior  December 1 5 in aggregate 10
o . :tz(()] September with trout .

(e) LARGEMOUTH AND s : SR
SMALLMOUTH Bass Lake Mlchlga.n First 5 of each  No size limit

: and Green Bay Saturday in : B

{excluding May

“waters within March 1

Y4-mile of Wash-
. ington , Detroit,
Plum, Pilot, Hog
and Rock )
" Islands) ., :
Town of Wash- July 1 to B of each  No size limit :
: ington Istand March 1

" Lake Superior.  Second B.of each  No size limit
) Saturday in ‘ ) -
May to :
R March 1
(f} LAke STURGEON Lake Superior  Continuous 1 peryr o 40

{g) Hemng of any size with no bag limit may be taken by hook and
lme at all times in the outlying waters.

(h) All species of fish of lawful size may be taken from the outiymg
waters including Chequamegon Bay by trolling from a motor driven
boat or sailboat during the open season therefor. It shall be unlawful to
spear any species or variety of fish in the outlying and reserve waters at
any time, except that rough fish may be speared from sunrise to sunset in
all outlying waters and may be taken with the use of spear guns by the
method commonly known as skin diving by divers under the water in
IS_;ake Michigan. Northern pike may be speared through the ice in Lake

uperlor.

(2) As used in sub, (1), Green Bay shaill mean Green bay, Sturgeon
‘tf)a)g Sawyer’s harbor and the Fox river f rom its mouth up to the dam at
ePere,

Hfslory 1-2-56; am. (1) (a) Register, December, 1956, No. 12, eff, 1-1-57; am, (Igand( )
(a), Register, December, 1957, No. 24, eff, 1-1-58; am, (1) (a) and {d); renum. (1), (8}, {f}and
(g) tobe(l) (f) (g) and (h); er, (1) (e), ter, October, 1958, No. 34, eff, 1.1-59; r. and recr
r, December,, 1959, No, 48, eff, 1-1-60; am, (1 (’g)an g), Regmt,er,Jun 1984, Ni

342 eff, 1-1-61 t. and recr., Regxster, December, No. 72, eff. 1-1-62; am. {1) (d) and (1)
(£}, Register, June, 1962, No. 78, off, 7-1-62; am, (1) (d), Reglster, July, 1962 No. 78, «ff. 8-1-
62; am. (1) {g), Reglster, December, 96, eff, I- 1-64; am. (1} (intro, par.}, (b) and {g), Register,
December, 1964, No. 108, eff, 1-1-65; am. intro. par,Reglater November, 1965, No, 119, eff.
1-1-66;r, and recr.(I) (d), {f}), and (g), Register, December, 1966, No, 132, eff, 1- 1-67, am. {1)
(cl) and( ), Register, December, 1967, No, 144, eff, 10-1-68; 1, and recr. (1 (e); t. {F); renum,
ﬁ) and {h) to be (1) and {g); renum, (1) tobe(h) and am., Register, December, 1968, No, 156,

1-1-69; r. and recr, (1) (d) and r. (1) (f), Register, Ma.rch 1969, No. 159, eff 4-1-69 renum,
from WGCD 20,02 to be NR 0. 02, and am. (1) (e}, Register, November 1970 No. 1’!9 eff, 1-1-
1; cr.(l)(f), Register, August, 1971 No. 188, eff, 1-1-72; emerg. r. and recr. (1) (d )eﬁ 9-23-
‘72 am. (1) (e}, Register, November, 1872, No. 203, eff. 1-1-73' emerg. r, and recr, (1) {d) eff,
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11-16-72; am. (1) {d}, Register, May 1973, No, 209, ff, 6-1-78, am. {1} {d) f and (e), Register,
November 1976, No. 239, eff, 12-1-75; am. (1) (e}, Register, December, 1978, No. 276, off, 1-
1-79; am, (1) (c), ister, August, 979 No, 284, eff. 9-1-79; am, (1) (d), Register, Decem-
ber, 1980, No, 300, eff, 1-1-81;r. and reer, (1) {(e), Register, December, 1981, No, 312, eff, 1-1-
82; am, (1) {a), Reglster, October. 1982, No. 322, eff, 11-1-82; r. and recr. (1) (e), Reglster,
April, 1983, No. 328, eff, 5-1-83; cr., (2), Reglster, December. 1983 No, 336, eff. 1-1-84; am. (1)
{c), Regmter, December, 1984, No. 348, off, 1-1-85; emerg. am, (1) {d) 3., eff 4 22-86 r. and
reer. (1) {(d) 1. and 2., Reglster, May, 1986, No. 365 eff, ﬁ-l

NR 20.03 Season {ables; open and closed seasons, size and bag limits and
measurements. (1) The open seasons specified in the following table ap-
ply to fishing in open waters and ﬁshm%l through the ice, except that the
department shall close the season for fi ing through the ice in any inland
waters when it finds after scientific investigation and study that contin-

ued fishing through the ice in specified waters would result in a depletion
of the supply of game fish and that a closed season is necessary to con-
serve the fish supply and insure the citizens of this state continued oppor-
tunities for good fishing, The closed seasons shall be put into effect b J’
posting a notice on or in the vieinity of the shore of the waters affecte
Posting is deemed by the department to be the most feasible way of noti-
fymg the public that a closed season is in effect. The closed seasons shall
remain in full force and effect so long as the waters are covered with ice
and so long as posting is continued. The department may also, following
scientific investigation and study, establish bag limits and size limits on
the individual inland waters when it finds that the taking of fish will aid
in management of the fishery and insure the citizens of this state addi-
tional opportunities for good fishing. Such special regulations shall be-
come efiective only after public informational meetings are held. The de-
partment may also establish an urban fishing program by posting the
open and closed seasons on spemﬁed waters, For open seasons in specified
waters see s, NR 20.04, The possessmn limit for each species of fish shall
be double the daily bag limit specifted in this chapter except that no per-
son may have in possession or under control more than the daily bag
limit while on the.ice or waters or while fishing in the state of Wisconsin.
The measurement of all fish taken shall be in a straight line from the tlp
of the snout to the utmost end of the tall fin fui]y extended

. Mintmum

o Open season (both Dally bag - length
Kind of fish and ]ocallty dates lncluslve) limit .{inches) -

{a) memmum AND SMALLMOUTH Bass

l.a. Park lake and Silver lake, Columbia First Saturday in b Iy
county; Forest lake, Fond du Lac county; May to March 1 BEEE
Beckman . lake and Zanders lake, Green . o

county; Blue Spring lake, Jefferson county;

and Little Elkhart lake, Sheboygan county

(largemouth bass) _ A,
b. Browns lake, Racine county and Pretty  First Saturda{ in 5 . 16 -
lake, Waukesha county (largemounth bass}) May to March 1 . .
¢. Kimball iake, Mueller lake and 8a er First Saturday in 5 ' No minimum
!akei Langlade county; Rockland la May te Mareh 1 s length, except
Racine . county; and Beulah Lake, Wal— : ) - the possession
worth county (Eargomouth bas) : : ) of fish between
: : S P © "12and 16
‘inches is
o o - prohibited.
2, Clear take (sec. 16, ’I‘39N R’TE) Oneida First Saturday in PR TS ¥
county {smallmouth bass) May to Mairch 1 o
3. Nebish lake (se¢, 11, T4IN, R'?E) thas_ Continuous . None - 10

county {smallmouth bas.s)
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Kind of fish and locality

Minimum
Ogen season (both Daily bag length
ates mcluswe) Jimit (inches)

4. Blake and Loveless lakes, Polk county
and Wabasse lake, Vilas county
{largemouth bass)

Spruce lake, Vilas county (largemouth
bas.ssJ {see also 8. NR 20.04 (4} (a) 2. and 5.

6. Little Bass Lake, Oneida county (small-
mouth bass) and Wildwood lake, Vilas
33“0114“(’ ()]a(\r emouth bass). See also s. NR

7. Round Iake (see. 25, T20N, RI1iE),
Waushara county (iargemouth bam)

8, Tn alf other waters

(c) WALLEYE AND SAUGER
1. Pine lake, Iron epunty

2. In all waters of Barron, Burnett, Polk
and Sawyer counties

3. Round lake {(sec. 25, T20N, R1IE),
Waushara county

4. In all other waters (See also s, NR 20.04)

(d) NORTHERN PIKE (See also NR 20.04)

1, Tn all waters of Kenosha, Milwaukee,
Bacine and Walworth counties

2, Mason lake, Adams county

3. Shawano lake in Shawano county and
all waters in Menominee county

First Saturday in b No minimum
May to March 1 length except
the possession
of fish between
12 and 15
inches is
prohibited.
Continuous 2 12
First Saturday in 5 of each 12
%{ay to November
No open season — —
Rirst Saturda; m bofeach  No size Hmit
May to Mare
First Saturdayin  10in ag- No minimum
May to March 1  gregate of length except
whichno the possession
more than of fish between
5 may ex- 14 inches and
cced 18 18 inchesis
inches prohibited
First Saturdayin Ein 13
May toMarch 1  aggregate
No open season — —
First Saturday in  5in No size limit
May to March I aggregate
First Saturday in 2 No size limit
May to March 1
First 8aturday in ] 22
May to March 1
No closed season 25 No size limit
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